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“A Dirty Dozen” 
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============================================================ 
 
Twelve. 
 
Twelve is one of those rare numbers to which people have for centuries attributed special 
significance.  
We give a special name for twelve – a dozen.  
 
More interestingly for us, it is a very significant number in the Bible, used around 193 times, 
according to the site Bible Gateway.  
 
Think about the twelve Minor Prophets of the Old Testament,  

Jacob’s twelve sons,   the twelve tribes of Israel,  
twelve governors of Israel appointed by Solomon,  

and Revelation’s tree of life producing twelve fruits. 
And, of course, the twelve disciples become apostles. 
 
Jesus’ primary followers were an unusual group, somewhat like the “The Dirty Dozen” 
soldiers in a 1967 movie of the same name.  
 
Based on a true story and framed against the World War II D-day invasion, it portrays a 
special military operation designed to kill high-ranking Nazi officers.  
 
The American high command ordered an unorthodox officer to select a twelve-man squad for 
a mission with a very high probability of failure and the likely death of most of the combatants.  
 
Surprisingly, the officer did not go after the best soldiers in his outfit but instead visited 
military prisons.  
 
Among those he chose were thieves, murderers, and scoundrels.  
The commander took them apart and molded them into an effective team.  
 
Later, the wisdom of his selecting this “dirty dozen” became clear as their criminal skills 
proved perfect for the demands of the risky mission.  
 
In the end, this highly unlikely, rag-tag band of brothers got the job done, and the audience 
cheered the demise of a dreaded enemy. 
Of course, it would not be appropriate to affirm the behavior of criminals, but the story 
presents an interesting plot about a dozen men whom the world did not regard with honor.  
They seemed ill-suited for such a critically important task.  
 
However, as the story goes, in the right situation, with a unique sort of guidance, they 
became heroes in the midst of an assignment that demanded an unconventional solution. 
 



Another unconventional leader, in a more extraordinary era, called together his own 
unremarkable dozen to take on the most momentous mission of all time.  
 
This story, told in today’s Gospel reading, is not about a “dirty” dozen, but about an equally 
unique and unorthodox one. 
 
When Jesus picked out his twelve, he obviously did not demand a substantial set of 
qualifications.  
He didn’t seem to care whether they had unusual spiritual insight or proven ability.  
He didn’t seek the best and brightest but the ordinary.  
 
The Rev. Ken Kesselus 
Jesus selected a group of mostly lackluster and untested commoners, some of whom 
seemed failures by modern worldly standards.  
One was young and inexperienced.  Some were unexceptional fishermen. Many grew up 

in the rocky upland region of Galilee.  
One was a fanatical Jewish Nationalist.  

Several argued among themselves about who was the greatest disciple.  
Matthew was a despised tax collector.  

Peter denied even knowing Jesus when the chips were down.  
And then there was Judas – the betrayer. 

 
It is hard to avoid concluding that Jesus wanted, for his dozen, people who were not special.  
 
He picked twelve ordinary people with no particular qualifications for transforming the world.  
 
Still, he trusted them to spread the kingdom of God.  
========================================================== 
 
He sent them out to do the very work he had been doing and for them to continue after he 
was gone. 
 
The mission on which Jesus sent his twelve was at least as risky as that of the “dirty dozen.”  
He described it in familiar imagery as going out “like sheep into the midst of wolves.”  
He warned them of the likelihood of their being flogged and “dragged before governors and 
kings” as a result of accepting Jesus’ call to mission.  
 
In the most frightening of Jesus’ warnings to his dozen, he suggested that the field of spiritual 
battle would be one in which “brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death,”  
and that others would hate them for following Jesus. 
 
Perhaps Jesus knew better than to invite experienced leaders or exceptional examples.  
He needed down-to-earth, vulnerable, and ordinary people – a kind of dozen who were 
representative of the general population and understood their pain and fears.  
 
Furthermore, who else would have had the courage or naivete - or the foolishness - to join 
such a band of brothers on such a dangerous mission? 
 
The important lesson for today is that we Christians of the 21st century are the current 
“dozen” for Jesus.  
 
Of course, the dangers we face are seldom as dramatic as those faced by Jesus’ apostles.  



Still, remaining faithful in following Jesus remains a formidable task.  
 
But there is hope because we bear significant resemblance to the commonplace apostles. 
 
In most small and average-sized congregations, carrying out this work begins with groups of 
lay members who may not believe they have superlative qualifications, like Jesus’ first dozen.  
 
But like the apostles, they can rise to the occasion to meet the needs of people, whatever 
they may be.  
 
Our ordinariness is not a hindrance unless we choose to make it so. 
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Who among Jesus’ dozen was really suited to carry out God’s work – and who among us is 
qualified to proclaim the Gospel to an unbelieving world and share God’s love in action 
among those around us?  
 
Who, in any generation, is qualified to heal a broken world in Jesus’ name?  
And yet, like the fictitious dirty dozen and Jesus’ original dozen, we can find the courage and 
the wherewithal to accept the command to follow Jesus into ministry for this generation. 
 
Who among us, for example, could have felt qualified to face an unprecedented challenge 
posed by the coronavirus – sequestered in our homes at a time of physical separation of the 
Body of Christ?  
 
Nevertheless, in parish after parish and community after community – time after time – 
“unqualified” and untrained people rose to the occasion and accepted the hard mission to 
provide a remarkable closeness filled with love. 
========================================================= 
 
But maybe we should have expected this development because throughout Christian history, 
the dozen apostles have been replaced by a never-ending series of other dozens who 
continued to carry out the never-ending instructions of Jesus to go out among the people as 
his agents of love.  
 
Every one of us is empowered to do so, not because of our abilities or readiness, but 
because of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The officer in “The Dirty Dozen” - and Jesus in the first century - saw in their dozens a 
potential those folks could not see in themselves.  
 
The church recognizes this in baptism.  
By the nature of our baptisms, we have been called, blessed, and given - to be disciples in 
the same way as those first dozen. 
 
God’s perspective is that what needs doing in the world requires ordinary people, like most of 
us.  
 
God’s work requires the very experiences we have had at work, or at school, or at play or 
raising a family, or doing whatever is normal for us – all of which we can use to help others.  
 



God needs today’s “dozen” to utilize a great variety of gifts and skills and experiences to 
carry out a task no less daunting than that portrayed in the movie:  

• the continuing business of proclaiming the good news to those who do not know God 
and for carrying out the imperatives of the Gospel  

• loving our neighbors as ourselves, bringing about justice and peace, providing for 
those in need. 

 
Jesus delighted in taking ordinary, everyday people – those who did not seem to possess 
great qualifications or credentials - and calling them to become his disciples.  
 
He does the same for us, today, right now.  
 
And the Holy Spirit makes available to us all we need to be faithful to Jesus and his mission.  
 
He sends us out into the world proclaiming a word of salvation to a dying world, helping heal 
a broken people - being Jesus’ dirty dozen for this generation. 
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, MESSIAH, AND HOLY SPIRIT… AMEN 
 
========================================================= 
 
 
Matthew 9 and 10 – comments 
On one level...it is true that only the unqualified should present themselves for the church's 
ministry.  
No one can be qualified.  
Everyone who serves does so as the Twelve did, by Jesus' authorization given them by 
Jesus. 
"Do you think if we used different language for the tasks of ministry, the tasks of discipleship, 
that we would actually be empowered to do them?" 
 
OFFERING THOUGHT 
Stewardship is the act of organizing your life so that God can spend you. 
Lynn A. Miller, author 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
 
You, O God, are overflowing with love, infinite in kindness, and incomparable in glory. 
You are the source of all good things. 
There is none like you in all our imagining. 
You bring new life forth from death and offer us hope. 
In you, all things work together for good. 
Your presence breaks into our lives in many ways and you touch us with wonder. 
In this time of worship, we offer you thanks with our prayers, praise with our hearts and honor 
with our lives, this day, and every day, now and always. 
Wise and patient God, we confess that we often stray from your presence. 
You have offered us peace yet our lives feel frustrating and unsettled in these times. 
You offer us compassion yet we feel neglected and resentful amid life’s challenges. 
You offer us a mission with meaning and purpose but we become preoccupied with our own 
plans and desires. 
Forgive us, O God, and draw our attention back to you so that we follow your guidance and 
trust you as our Shepherd. AMEN 
 



Assurance of Pardon 
 

The Lord our God is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace with God, 
with yourself and with one another. 

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
God ever creating, God ever loving, God ever leading: 
We turn to you in uncertain times, trusting in your steadfast love. 
Wherever people are anxious about the future, overwhelmed by their responsibilities, or 
worried because of the upheavals the pandemic has caused, 
Bring peace and hope, we pray, 
And let your kingdom come. 
 
God of all compassion: 
Where people are lonely or isolated, longing for love, where people are trapped in unhealthy 
relationships or facing violence each day, where people are grieving the loss of routines or 
purpose in their lives, or the loss of someone beloved: 
Bring courage and hope, we pray, 
And let your kingdom come. 
 
God of tender strength: 
Where people feel pain in their bodies, in their minds or spirits, where people seek healing or 
help, where illness has eroded hope and desperation fills each day: 
Bring healing and hope, we pray, 
And let your kingdom come. 
 
God of trustworthy truth: 
Where leaders work to guide the world and their communities to renewed life,  
where professionals discern scientific, medical, and economic insights to protect and restore 
the quality of life after the pandemic, where individuals still strive to care for the earth and its 
vulnerable inhabitants: 
Bring wisdom and hope, we pray, 
And let your kingdom come. 
 
We pray today for:  
The family of John Arnedt, as they grieve his death in this difficult time 
 Members of our New St. James congregation who need love, friendship, 
 and care in a special way in these days of dis-ease 
The families of George Floyd, and Regis Korchinski-Paquet and Chantel Moore 
Those places in the United States, Canada and around the world where 
 racial tension is a daily reality and a daily challenge 
Protesters, police, politicians, protectors, peace promoters 
God of grace, show us a good way forward, by your Spirit, with your blessing 
 
God in whom we live and move and have our being: 
By your Spirit, tend your promise of new life amid the current struggles in the world you love. 
Where hope flickers, reignite its power.  
Shine the light of Christ’s love into each life and renew our trust in you as we pray together in 
the words that Jesus taught us: 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Pandemic Benediction  
 
I bless you with joy 
May you find moments of laughter and bliss 
In the midst of suffering and distress 
May you cherish those times and may they sustain you 
 
I bless you with the fruits of humility 
May your humble and sacrificial actions 
Be instrumental in preserving your community 
And loving your neighbors 
 
I bless you with peace 
In the face of financial hardship and uncertainty 
May you know the faithful presence of the God who provides 
 
Go in peace. 
 
Wash your hands.   Love your neighbors. You are not alone. 
 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT… AMEN 


